Y  22,  1896. 


THE  HEALTH  OF  SLOUGH. 


Dr.  Southey  has  reported  to  the  Slough 
Urban  District  Council  as  follows: — 

Colobrook, 

February  1896. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Metnbora  of  the  Slough 
Urban  District  Connoil. 

Gentlemen, — In  snbraitling  to  yon  this  my  19th 
annual  report  relating  to  tbe  year  1895,  I  am  glad 
to  be  ablo  to  say  that  I  consider  the  health  of  the 
district  has  been  satisfactorily  rasintainod,  although 
tbe  death-rate  from  all  causes  (14'4)  is  somewhat 
higher  than  the  exceptionally  low  rate  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year  (ll'O).  This  increased  rate  was  mainly 
due  to  the  high  rate  of  mortality  among  elderly 
persons,  (or  no  (ewer  than  37,  or  47-5  per  cent.  o( 
the  registered  deaths,  were  of  persons  over  their  60th 
year.  In  this  respect,  last  year  was  not  exceptional, 
.everal  of  my  former  reports  show  that  when  the 
eral  death  rate  per  1000  in  tbe  district  has  been 
aparalively  high,  the  per  centage  rate  relating  to 
ed  persons  has  also  been  high,  and  I  mav  here 
tate  that  in  the  9  preceding  years,  1886-94,  692 
deaths  from  all  causes  were  recorded,  of  which 
number  no  less  than  263,  or  38  per  cent,  of  the 
registered  deaths,  were  of  persons  who  had  attained 
their  60th  year.  This  is  an  unusually  high  death- 
rate  of  elderly  persons,  even  for  rural  districts. 

It  is,  moreover,  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  show  that 
not  a  single  death  was  recorded  in  the  district  last 
year  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases.  The 
mean  zymotic  death  rate  in  the  preceding  18  years, 
1877—1894,  was  0-9  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population.  In  the  first  10  years  of  this  period, 
1877-86,  it  was  I'O,  whereas  in  the  more  recent  9 
years  it  had  declined  to  0  6  per  1,000. 

The  low  rate  of  infant  mortality  last  year  was  also 
satisfactory,  it  being  but  8-0  per  cent,  of  the 
registered  births. 

Table  of  births,  deaths,  and  zymotic  deoths  for  tbe 
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estimated  population. 

1877 

..  1.36 

..  25-2  .. 

81 

16-8 

1878 

..  115 

..  20.1  .. 

70 

12-9 

1879 

..  144 

..  17-4  .. 

72 

13-7 

1880 

..  127 

..  25-1  .. 

83 

16-9 

:i881 

..  118 

..  23-2  .. 

56 

11-2 

1882 

..  134 

. .  29'5  . . 

63 

12-6 

1883 

..  129 

..  24-2  .. 

72 

13-6 

188-4 

..  Ill 

..  20-9  .. 

70 

13-2 

1885 

..  130 

..  24-2  .. 

74 

13-8 

1886 

..  122 

..  221  .. 

85 

13.5 

1887 

..  126 

..  22-9  .. 

87 

13-4 

1888 

..  123 

..  22  0  .. 

61 

10-7 

1889 

..  112 

..  21-3  .. 

93 

16-4 

1890 

..  118 

..  20-5  .. 

72 

12-5 

1891 

..  128 

..  23-6  .. 

95 

.. 

17-5 

1892 

..  119 

..  21-9  .. 

99 

17-9 

1893 

..  117 

..  20-6  .. 

69 

12-2 

1894 

..  117 

..  20-6  .. 

63 

.  , 

110 

1895 

..  115 

..  20  0  .. 

78 

,  , 

13-5 

nil. 


nil. 


Area  and  Population. — With  an  area  of  401  acres 
the  population  of  the  district  had  by  the  census’ 
returns  increased  from  5,095,  in  1881,  to  5,427,  in 
1891,  Assuming  that  this  rate  of  increase  has  since 
been  maintained,  the  population  maybe  estimated 
at  5,775  persons :  upon  which  number  the  rales  in 
this  report  have  been  calculated. 

Births.— Doling  the  year  the  registered  number 
of  children  born  alive  witbin  the  district  was  115, 
being  two  less  than  in  tbe  preceding  year,  and  repre¬ 
senting  the  low  rate  of  20  0  per  1000  of  the  estimated 
population.  These  115  births  include  57  of  males 
and  58  of  females.  The  recorded  birth  rates  last 
year  in  the  Eton  Rural  and  Eton  Urban  district  were 
" ‘29-7,  aud  15-4  per  1000  respectively.  The  general 
biith  rate  last  year  in  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wftlcs  was  30-3  ;  and  in  tbe  outer  ring  of  suburban 
districts  around  London  28-8  per  1000. 

Deatfts.— Last  year  78  deaths  from  all  causes  were 
registered  in  tbe  district-39  each  of  males  and 
females— which  were  equal  to  a  rate  of  13-5  per 
ICOO  of  the  estimated  population.  The  death  rate 
last  year  in  the  Eton  Rural  and  Eton  Urban  Dis¬ 
tricts  were  14-4  and  9-4  per  1,000  respectively.  The 
general  death  rate  last  year  in  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  was  18  7,  and  the  outer  ring  of 
suburban  districts  around  London  14-5  per  1  000 
.Vortalit'/  atpiff-erent  Ages.— These  78  registered 
deaths  included  14  of  children  under  5  years  of  age 
4  of  children  and  adults  from  5  to  25,  15  from  25  to 
50,  8  from  50  to  60,  9  from  60  to  70,  15  from  70  to 
80;  11  from  80  to  90,  and  2  above  90 
Infant  Mortality.— The  14  deaths-  of  children 
under  5  years  of  ago  included  10  of  infants  under  1 
year  which  equal  a  rate  of  8  per  cent,  of  the  regis¬ 
tered  births.  The  number  of  deaths  of  infants 
under  1  year  in  this  district  for  a  single  year  is  too 
small  for  the  calculation  of  trustworthy  rates  for 
comparative  purposes,  it  may  be  useful,  therefore,  te 
note  that  during  the  10  years  1886-95  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  infant  mortality  in  the  district  averaged  only 
9-7  per  cent,  measured  by  the  proportion  of  deaths 
under  1  year  to  registered  births.  Without  attaching 
too  much  importance  to  this  comparatively  low  rate 
of  infant  mortality  during  these  10  years,  it  may  bo 
regarded  as  Mtislactory  evidence  of  the  case  of  in¬ 
fant  life  in  the  district  during  this  period 
Causes  of  peath.-The  78  deaths  from  all  causes 
m  this  district  last  year  included  10  from  phthisis 
9  each  from  bronchitis  and  old  age,  5  each  from  in- 
disease,  apoplexy,  and  enteritis,  4 


2  each  from  premature  birth  and  nephritis,  and  16 
from  other  diseases,  including  3  inquest  cases,  one 
of  cvhich  was  on  a  person  unknown  in  the  di.strict. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — It  is  highly  satisfactory  to  be 
able  to  mention  that  not  a  single  death  resulted 
from  any  of  tbe  principal  zymotic  diseases  in  the 
district  during  the  year. 

Non-fatal  Case*.— During  tbe  year  1  non  fatal 
case  of  diphtheria  and  1  of  enteric  (ever  were  notified. 
No  cause  to  which  either  disease  could  be  referred 
could  be  detected 

IFater  .Supply.— About  the  beginning  of  December 
45  samples  were  sent  to  me  for  examination.  Of 
these  only  one  was  good.  The  remaining  44  were 
all  very  bad,  and  26  of  them  so  much  so  that  they 
might  fairly  be  described  as  diluted  sewage.  The 
result  of  this  examination  points  very  conclusively  to 
the  necessity  of  your  continuing  to  send  me  further 
samples  until  the  water  from  all  wells  yielding  the 
only  supply  to  a  house  has  been  examined.  I  con¬ 
sider  this  to  be  a  most  essential  duty  on  your  part 
as  'veil  as  my  own  as  to  new  comers  who  have  not 
the  power  of  resisting  the  ill-effect  of  such  water, 
which  some  of  tbe  inhabitants  appear  to  have,  such 
water  is  little  short  of  poison. 

W.  C,  Accommodation. — Each  house  has  now  a 
separate  w.c.  connected  with  the  main  sewer. 

Isolation  Hospital.— This  building,  which  was  so 
useful  in  the  scarlatina  epidemic  of  1893,  has  for 
the  present  been  removed. 

Nuisances. — Only  one  nuisance,  viz.,  that  arising 
from  the  want  of  proper  and  efficient  ventilation  (or 
the  sewer  near  Upton  Old  Church,  was  reported  to 
mo.  I  believe  the  matter  is  receiving  your  atten¬ 
tion. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant 

(Signed)  A.  J.  SOUTHEY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Lnd  they  ought  to  take  every  opportunity  they 
kould  get  for  saying  that  they  appreciated  their 
riving  a  great  deal  of  time  and  trouble  to  what 
Lfter  all  was  rather  an  irksome  task  (applaus'« 
Mr.  Murton  then  gave  a  masterly  renditi 
The  Death  of  Nelson.” 

Lieut.  Allhusen  said  he  had  no  blood-curdw 
Experiences  of  war  to  relate,  and  not  having^ 
learned  any  statistics  about  the  army,  his  reply 
10  the  toast  so  ably  preposed  by  Mr.  Parry  I 
would  be  very  short.  He  believed  that  of  the  I 
three  main  branches  of  the  regular  army  the  I 
Artillery  were  able  to  do  the  nation  the  most! 
Iredit.  He  thought  that  without  a  doubt  the  I 
lorse  artillery  was  the  finest  of  its  kind  in  any  I 
krmy  ;  in  fact,  he  believed  they  had  that  froml 
Ls  high  a  military  authority  as  the  GermanI 
Emperor,  who  saw  a  lot  of  soldiers,  and  wasl 
rery  difficult  to  please,  so  that  if  he  was  satis-l 
|ed  we  ought  to  be  (laughter).  He  did  not  knowl 
luch  about  the  infantry,  but  it  seemed  to  himl 
It  the  present  time  they  came  in  for  a  great  deal] 
If  abuse,  which  when  the  time  came  ior  action 
Iroyed  to  be  g^uite  unmerited.  After  all  thej 
were  men  who  nad  joined  of  their  own  free  wil 
lnd  therefore  were  better  than  conscript  mei 
rear,  hear,  and  applause).  As  regarded  hid 
Iwn  branch  of  the  service,  the  Cavalry,  he  be] 
Veved  that  was  looked  upon  as  a  bugbear  by 
irge  number  of  British  tax-payers.  They  werd 
^opposed  to  hunt,  play  polo,  and  do  no  work! 
ind  their  only  advantage  was  that  they  lookecf 
jtice,  but  they  did  not  always  do  that  (laughter)! 
With  regard  to  their  work,  he  should  like  foi 
tne  of  the  discontented  tax-payers  to  go  td 
kldershot,  and  go  through  a  week's  traioins 
irith  them.  He  thought  that  at  the  end  of  th] 
reek  he  would  be  a  good  deal  lighter  in  weighl 
tnd  a  good  deal  heavier  in  experience,  whiclf 
vould  do  him  no  harm  (laughter). 

Captain  A.  J.  de  Winton,  in  responding,  sail 
be  was  down  at  Portsmouth  about  a  month  agl 
[nd  he  saw  a  good  deal  which  was  exceedinglj 
ateresting  and  he  was  able  to  tell  at  a  glanc 
Ibat  the  Navy  were  anything  but  idle.  As  fa 
Lb  his  own  observation  went,  they  wore  a  verl 
[ne  set  of  men  indeed,  and  he  did  not  thin| 
ley  need  have  any  fears  as  regarded  tb 
Iciency  of  the  Navy.  With  regard  to  tl 
[^olunteers,  it  was  a  very  great  honour  for  hi[| 
belong  to  them,  and  he  was  glad  to  thir 
lat  perhaps  the  time  had  passed  when  it  neede 
pology  for  being  a  volunteer.  A  short  time  ag 
|o  was  talking  to  somebody  about  the  dearth 
dicers  for  volunteers  and  he  asked  what  was  tb 
bason  for  it.  He  received  the  reply  “  Well,  fl 
[long  time  the  Volunteer  officer  has  always  be^ 
snsidered  the  fool  of  the  family  (laughteJ 
Lowever  that  might  be,  he  was  assured  that  tU 
jlunteer  officer  was  no  longer  the  fool  of  tff 
Imily  but  was  going  to  be  the  smartest  man  I 
With  regard  to  his  own  regiment,  they  h] 
Itely  had  a  great  accession  of  young  officeif 
[ho  bid  fair  to  be  a  credit  to  the  corps.  Havi] 
pserved  that  they  were  going  to  Shornclifife  [ 
Lmp  in  August,  he  said  he  was  proud  to  s| 

|at  the  Slough  Company  held  a  very  high  pla 
I  the  battalion  of  tlie  1st  Bucks,  and  th| 
[ways  received  the  highest  commendation  frc 
lople  in  camp.  They  went  about  holding  thJ 
^ds  very  high,  feeling  that  they  were  a  sort] 
[odel  as  to  drill  and  the  way  in  which  tb 
Lrned  out,  and  they  naturally  got  themselvel 
peat  deal  disliked  by  some  of  the  other  col 
inies.  He  was  sure  they  would  all  be  interest 
hear  that  in  shooting  the  1st  Bucks  stood  fij 
1894  in  the  United  Kingdom.  This  year  tli 
bped  to  be  very  high,  and  as  it  stood  they  w] 

[ry  well  first  in  the  Home  Counties  Voluntc 
pplause).  That  meant  that  their  average  sb 
pre  higher  than  any  other  battalion  witj 
9.ch  of  them,  and  that  meant  good,  stea 
^ular  shooting  of  all  the  men  who  went 
I  was  sometimes  said  that  the  Volunteers  si 
round  better  than  the  regulars,  but  it  wasf 
[solute  fallacy  ;  it  would  be  absurd  to  think  t 
sn  who  could  only  give  a  little  time  now 
[ain  could  be  as  good  as  those  whogav^ 
feir  lives  to  it.  They  could  pick  ten  as 


